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--|1|-- HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Back in the day, did you ever say, “Get on your mark, get ready, set, GO!” 
Well, that’s just how we feel because there’s so much VoR news and content that we’re anxious to share with you. 
But please don’t race through this newsletter, take your time. Even consider printing it out to read by hand rather than on screen. Alright? Here goes . . .

February 2006 marks the one-year anniversary of Voices of Romance! What a year it’s been, with hundreds signing up all over the United States and internationally. In the U.S., some of you are from California, Texas, Pennsylvania, Michigan, New York, New Jersey, to name a few states. Outside of the U.S., there are folks reading now from Canada, India, the Bahamas, Nigeria, Poland, and Jordan while yet others are in Australia, Brazil, Venezuela, Japan, Malaysia and the UK.

We are honored that you have chosen to join us, and we endeavor to enhance your romantic life greatly. 
Let’s begin with some quotes for your soul, mind, and funny bone.

--|2|-- QUOTES

Hear my soul speak:
The very instant that I saw you, did
My heart fly to your service.
—Shakespeare 

True romance answers our need for 
                                                adventure, for meaning, for magic,                                                                     and for soulful and deep connection                                                                    with another.                                                                                                       —Marianne Williamson
Romance provides the mask of magic
that allows men and women to enter                                                                     a sweltering and tender dreamland                                                                  while wide awake. 
—Stanley Crouch 
II have found men who didn't know how to kiss. 
I've always found time to teach them. 
—Mae West 
What are your favorite quotes on love and romance? We hope to find out when we launch our Voices of Romance forum, soon.
--|3|-- VoR’s “SPIRITUALITY AND RELATIONSHIPS” SERIES
For the past three weeks we have been sending our subscribers this exclusive series. Here are the subjects:
1. Relationships: You First, Then Everyone Else
2. Suddenly Single: Opportunity for a New Path
3. Relationship: The Essence of Meditation
4. You’re Spiritual, Your Mate Isn’t

5. Couples Who Pray and Meditate Together, Grow and Stay Together
The fourth installment will be sent tomorrow and the final next Thursday. If you missed any of these, don’t worry. Write us now for which one you want and we’ll send it right away. And we’ll post the entire series on the VoR website soon after Valentine’s.
We decided to present this series, authored by a marvelous relationships coach and meditation teacher Devya, because we believe that spirituality is the ultimate ground upon which we all stand, no matter what faith, religion or belief system we adhere to. Spirituality is the source of creativity, conscience and consciousness, and moral values. No matter your particular belief system, whether, say, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, and so on, there is an understanding and appreciation of an ultimate SOURCE of all that is true, good, and beautiful. 

As such, spirituality is crucial to individual growth and good relationships, intimate and otherwise. So, we hope that this series provides sustenance to your soul and makes your romantic relationships stronger. No matter where you are in the world, no matter what tradition you follow, a good love relationship is a healing force for family and society. At Voices of Romance, we strive to help you create great relationships.
--|4|--
REVIEW OF MARIANNE WILLIAMSON’S ENCHANTED LOVE
ENCHANTED LOVE

The Mystical Power of Intimate Relationships

By Marianne Williamson

After reading Enchanted Love I felt inspired and challenged. More than just food for thought, this wonderful book is an intricate, artfully detailed, gracefully woven tapestry of life as “we”.  Every couple should have a copy of this book at their bedside table for constant reference. 

Marianne Williamson shines a brilliant light on intimate relationships, illuminating the beauty, depth and transformative aspects that make for a divine union. It will make you feel wonderfully blessed if your relationship is on the same path yet filled with anticipation of the prospect of it being so if it isn’t.

Williamson brings romance back into relationships through the emotional, spiritual and physical realms. It makes you want to shout, “YES! That’s what it’s all about!” Because our need for deep connection and true love is so fundamental, Williamson shows us why and how “romance is one of the sacred temples that dot the landscape of human life.” Using personal stories, anecdotes and prayers, she shares the vital importance of “high romance” as a nurturing, strengthening force.

If two people are serious about taking their relationship to the highest levels possible, Williamson’s words of wisdom will give them fuel for the journey. Enchanted Love is lovingly written with high aspirations for us as individuals, couples, and humanity. She wonderfully demonstrates throughout that in spite of our human frailties, in relationships we can soar. A remarkable, riveting book: I’m so glad my sweetheart Greg chose to purchase it.

—Reviewed by Jewel Kinch
--|4|-- VALENTINE’S WEEK OF ROMANTIC EXPRESSIONS
One way to build a great relationship is to make special times extra-special. This is particularly true for men! Just one or two of the suggestions below will set you apart from your peers.
So, take the time to go beyond the usual for birthdays, anniversaries, and for this Valentine's especially, and your lover will adore you. Cards and flowers are nice, but there is so much more that can be added to these special occasions. To make the strongest impression, devise what we call an ensemble approach this Valentine's. Put together various gifts and experiences to make sure your lover will never forget your care and thoughtfulness. 

Don't settle for just one day of romantic celebration. Start the sensual fun the weekend before Valentine's and extend it to the next with an erotic weekend of play. The build up of each gesture and activity up to and through Valentine’s will make for a wonderful, exciting, provocative week. 
Here's the Voices of Romance Valentine’s Week of Romantic Expressions: 

Embrace each other often, hugging and kissing with gentle, spontaneous touching that will result to deep eye contact and sweet smiles. Be creative and use your imagination to engage all the senses in your gestures and play.

Begin the first weekend (February 10-12) by playing romantic games like Two to Tango or An Enchanted Evening that use wish cards to enhance rapport and elicit gentle touching. These games are fun, and are also a great way to stimulate openness and heighten intimacy.

Choose several of the following activities to surprise your sweetheart before Valentine’s: 
• Prepare a warm footbath, if you don’t have the actual foot spa, a basin with peppermint oils and some rose petals will work just fine.
 
• Lay out some deliciously scented candles, spread some scented rose petals on the bed and read a section of a favorite romance novel or better yet, put on our romance CD, Forever, My Love. 

• Set the stage for an hour-long massage with candles, soft music and wonderfully scented oils. The Amazing Hot Massage Kit will work wonders here.
 
• Instead of jumping up and grabbing a bagel as you both rush off to work, get up an hour earlier and prepare your sweetie’s favorite breakfast and enjoy them in bed together. What a way to start a work day! 

• We’d be remiss if we didn’t suggest that you send an audio poem from our eVoice poem collection. Send it in the middle of the day as a wonderful surprise. 

• Pick your love up unexpectedly after work or show up at lunch time with a single rose. 

• When your sweetheart may least expect it, ladies, dress in and model some provocative lingerie or undergarments. You know that there are limitless choices of teddies, baby dolls, garters and peignoirs that he would adore to see you in. And men, a satin robe with some silk briefs or boxers will make you look absolutely majestic.

On Valentine's Day: To continue 
--|5|-- FOREVER, MY LOVE AUDIO CD
We spent months preparing this unique spoken word CD, featuring some of the best poems from our eVoice Poem section on the Voices of Romance website. In addition to featuring us (Greg and Jewel) reciting the poems, with the sexiest voices we could muster, there’s a smooth jazz background that fit the mood and intention of the poems perfectly. 

We designed this work of art so that our voices could represent your own feelings and thoughts about your beloved. 
So, to get them ready for you in time for Valentine’s, we re-recorded the poems, mixed the voices and music, and took care of the duplication of the CDs. Don’t wait until the last minute to get this expression of love! It’s only $10 plus shipping and handling. Order now and we’ll make sure you get it in time to present it to your sweetheart on Valentine’s. 

AND . . . within the next few weeks, all of the poems on the site will have musical accompaniment! By this weekend, check out the Free Poems section and you’ll hear this for yourself.
--|6|-- VoR on RADIO and SPECIAL EVENTS
For those of you who heard our audio postcard yesterday, we hope that you listened to our appearance on the New York radio station, WHCR 90.3 FM via online streaming technology. If not, check us out tonight on WBAI 99.5 at 12 midnight Eastern Standard Time. We’ll be on “Round About Midnight” at the start of the program. 
If you happen to miss the show tonight, you can listen to an archived copy of the show beginning tomorrow, Thursday February 2, 2006.

If you live in the New York metropolitan area, come and meet us on Friday, February 3, 2006 in Harlem! We’re hosting an evening of romantic music and poetry from 5pm-7pm at Straight Out of Harlem. Click the link for details on the location.
We’re finalizing details on several other media appearances, so we’ll email you once they are set.

Told you we had a lot to share. Again, we wish you and yours a fabulous Valentine’s!

Romantically yours,
Greg Thomas and Jewel Kinch
Voices of Romance
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