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--|1|-- THE PURPOSE OF ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIPS
Romance is a prelude to love, a way to nurture a love relationship that’s new, and to keep excitement in a medium- to long-term partnership. Romance is a dance that prepares a couple for the expression of passion, for the music of love-making. 
Since we view romance as a way of life, and not just a small stage in the course of a relationship of love between partners, it also serves a larger purpose. 
Romantic love relationships enrich a couple’s lives so that they can grow together and individually by developing emotionally, psychologically and spiritually. They make us face the best and worst aspects of ourselves. 
Approached properly, this process of growth leads to maturity grounded in respect and open communication. That’s the ideal. As Steve Roberts urges in his guest column below (#6), “share with your partner the highs and lows of their life.”
If each person dedicates his or her self to facing their own issues (often based in childhood experiences), and using their love relationships to become more understanding and patient, generous and kind, cherishing and compassionate, then the ideal can become real. We’ll go into more details about this process in coming book reviews and newsletters.
--|2|-- ROMANCE QUOTES

And though the odds say improbable 

What do they know?
For in romance

All true love needs is a chance
—Stevie Wonder, “Overjoyed”

One look and I forgot the gloom of the past;
One look and I had found my future at last.
One look and I had found a world completely new,
When love walked in... with you.
—George Gershwin, “Love Walked In” 

Like music on the waters is thy sweet voice to me.
—Lord Byron
--|3|-- VoR WEBSITE UPDATES

Since our March 2006 newsletter, we’ve put up an Audio Welcome to the home page; an entry in Keepers of the Flame for Joel and N’omi Orr (see the book review below); as well as several reviews and articles to the Views and Reviews section. For those of you who signed on as subscribers since March (thank you!), check out and send a Free Poem and let us know the response you get to this unique and thoughtful online gift, at feedback@voicesofromance.com. This would be a great way to participate in National Poetry Month.
--|4|-- BOOK REVIEW: EVERY MAN A HERO, EVERY WOMAN A COACH
Every Man A HERO, Every Woman a COACH

By Joel Orr

Think of any great athlete from any sport. No matter who you name, whether in an individual or a team sport, they have all had great coaches to guide their ascent to greatness. What does this have to do with love relationships and marriage? 

Quite a lot, according to Joel Orr and his wife of 33 years, N’omi.

Writer, computer consultant and noted futurist Joel Orr draws upon principles and practices more commonly recognized in the past as essential for couples and family success. One might even call him old-fashioned.

But that would be an incomplete description because . . . (to continue)
--|5|-- MIXING BUSINESS AND ROMANCE
How many times have you heard the adage: “Never mix business with pleasure”? Change “pleasure” to “romance” and it becomes a proscription advising couples against running a business together. Since we (Jewel and Greg) are romantically involved in a wonderful relationship with each other for our website, VoicesofRomance.com, we interviewed several successful couples in business to discover the secrets of their success.

Read on . . .
--|6|-- GUEST COLUMNIST: STEVE ROBERTS, “HOW TO SAY I LOVE YOU”
Back in February of this year, our colleague in the relationship field, Steve Roberts, sent an email to his subscribers about our Forever, My Love CD. So we’re introducing him to you by re-printing a recent column of his. It’s insightful, as are all of the articles on his website. Consider opting in to receive emails from him directly by clicking the link below:
====================================================

      "How to Say I Love You"

         - by Steve Roberts

© Steve Roberts - All Rights reserved

    www.WhatWorksforCouples.com 
====================================================

Remember the words from an old song... "Be sure it's true when you say I love you, it's a sin to tell a lie"[?]
The concept of "sin" has lost its meaning for most in our modern era, and even "love" has lost its importance.

If you still believe in "falling in love" then you will realize how difficult it is to say "I love you" in a meaningful way. Three little words that could change your life forever. The words, [by] themselves, have lost their meaning because of overuse, especially when it's not really true. Everybody says them.

However, when you want to tell your partner of your love it's such a hard decision to make for many reasons. Will your partner return your love? 

Will your partner simply accept your declaration with indifference? Will he or she feel threatened? It is such a common problem that even "The Seinfeld Show" had an episode on it.

So make it easy on yourself and plan the declaration so that as much as possible you eliminate the problems. The first step, of course, is to be certain you really are in love. If you so enjoy being with your partner that you want to be with him or her to the exclusion of all others, if you think of him or her every day when you are apart, you are probably in love. If you have even a small doubt you should wait a little longer.

If you are certain then plan a special occasion for it. Make it a significant moment in your life - one to remember with fondness for your whole life. 

Arrange an intimate dinner at your favorite restaurant and make it as romantic as you can. Give him or her a small gift because you love being with them, or you are so glad that you met them.

After dinner, while holding your partner intimately, gaze intently into their eyes and say, "I love you so much it hurts when we are apart. I hope that we can stay together forever".

Do not be disappointed if your partner does not return your declaration. 

They may not yet be ready and might need more time to state their feelings. Continue to share with your partner the highs and lows of their life. Care for your partner's happiness and be on guard to protect it.

[And] under no circumstances should you ever ask your partner, "Do you love me"? 
====================================================

We think this is good advice from an experienced Marriage and Family Therapist with over 20 years of practice. He’s been married 27 years to Pam, his partner in life and profession, and has personally known the peaks and valleys of the couple experience. Subscribe to his newsletter at http://www.whatworksforcouples.com/. 
Romantically yours, 
Greg Thomas and Jewel Kinch
Voices of Romance

-------------------Subscribe/Feedback/Unsubscribe|------------------------------------

SUBSCRIBE: fill out our registration form at:
www.voicesofromance.com/register.php
FEEDBACK: Send us email to: feedback@voicesofromance.com
UNSUBSCRIBE: Send a blank email to: unsubscribe@voicesofromance.com

====================================================
Copyright (c) 2005-2006, Greg Thomas and Jewel Kinch. This newsletter can be
posted or forwarded to anyone for free but please keep the entire issue intact.
