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--|1|-- OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW

We’re sending this brief two-in-one newsletter to close out 2005, and bring in a New Year of cheer. Let’s face it: 2005 was a tough year for many, especially considering the tragedies (Katrina, for instance) and losses of people in our families and close circles, not to mention the passing of some of well-known legends like Rosa Parks.

But for us (Jewel and Greg), one of the sustaining forces of hope, optimism and joy has been our love for one another. We pray that the balance, support, respect and love that we share with one another will be true for you too.

Don’t think we have it easy though. We both work on our individuals selves to be the best we can each be. We both have other gigs (Greg is a writer and editor in New York; Jewel runs the Theatre of one of New York’s landmark churches.) We have children from previous marriages. We struggle with the same issues as most: making ends meet, finding time in our schedules for relaxation and play, and striving to become financially free.

But since we view romance as not simply a stage in our love life, but rather as a warm, glowing force that sustains it, a fire whose flame burns perpetually, we have strength in and with one another to battle life’s changes together. 

“Two becoming one” is a powerful physical and spiritual metaphor. But it can also be an emotional and practical reality. 

Throughout the whole of this year, we’ll demonstrate and discuss how you can better “become one” too. As you’ll see, this starts right below in #3.

--|2|-- QUOTES

Life without love is like a tree 
Without blossom and fruit. 
—Khalil Gibran 

One word frees us 
Of all the weight and pain in life,
That word is Love 
—Socrates  

A kiss is a lovely trick designed by nature 
To stop speech when words become superfluous. 
—Ingrid Bergman 

--|3|-- VoR in 2006!

We’re so excited about this year because we have so much in store for you! In just a few weeks we’ll introduce a Voices of Romance CD titled Forever, My Love, with original poems backed by a smooth jazz accompaniment that will make a perfect gift for Valentine’s. We can’t wait to share this with you.

In addition to new products and audio poems and tips, and a VoR forum section, we will present you with exclusive articles giving insight into issues of personal development to strengthen communication and fellowship between lovers. 

Next week we’ll send you the first piece in our “Spirituality and Relationships” series, by a wise elder, Devya, a long-time Meditation Mentor who has recently launched a very successful relationship coaching practice. (We’ll share more about Devya when sending the first installment.) The series includes special features such as:

1. Relationships: You First, Then Everyone Else
2. Suddenly Single: Opportunity for a New Path
3. You’re Spiritual, Your Mate Isn’t

4. Relationship: The Essence of Meditation
5. Couples Who Pray and Meditate Together, Grow and Stay Together
As a VoR subscriber you will receive these articles first before wider distribution on the Internet.
As we said in our audio postcard on New Year’s Eve: we hope your New Year is filled with love, romance and passion! (If you haven’t heard it, click on the link—there’s a photo of us there and our “voices”!)
--|4|-- GAMES PEOPLE PLAY

How many times have you played sex games? Well, what about romance games? You’re probably wondering “What’s the difference?” Here are some games to take special note of that lead to more than just a romp in the sack.

Okay, these games are just as naughty, provocative and sensual, but also offer a lot more. Romance games can and will lead you down a multi-lane path of discovery, communication, openness and yes, great sex. They are actually an ingenious way to build your relationship, stimulate exchanges, frolic freely and explore sexual desires. 

Play can be instructive and creative, like when we were kids, with no agenda, other than being together and having fun.  The experience can be very rewarding.

So, light some fragrant candles, spread some rose petals across the bed, pour a glass of wine for the two of you and . . .
Take your time. There are, of course, rules and guidelines. It would be easy to rush through and get to the hot end action, but you might miss out on some wonderful revelations about each other along the way.

Be open and observant. To heed what your partner is saying, how they are responding and what gets them really excited.

Let go.  No need for expectations or control. Put your usual role(s) aside and trust that your love and willingness to embrace each other will lead to greater pleasures and deeper understandings.

We’re happy to recommend Speak Love, Make Love, Two to Tango and An Enchanted Evening, among others. Let the games begin!

--|5|-- WINNER OF THE GESTURES/INTERLUDE CONTEST

We reward those who give us special feedback. An example is our November 2005 contest for best submission of a love gesture or interlude.

VoR subscriber Norval Soleyn submitted the most detailed and creative entry so he was awarded a gift of “Love is in the Air,” containing multi-colored scented silk flower petals, citrus almond massage oil, incense cones and heart shaped holder, tea lights, and more. We hope he uses our VoR gift to great satisfaction!

Here’s what he sent in: Deliver flowers personally to your loved one's office, pretend you are the delivery person, ask for them like you don't know them, announce loudly that a message accompanies the flowers, prepare to read the card, say, "It says...," then kiss your loved one and walk out without another word.  (This worked once for me, but it obviously has to be in the visible presence of co-workers).
--|6|-- NEW LOOK FOR NEW YEAR

If you’ve been to Voices of Romance.com lately, you’ve seen our updated home page. We revised it to better reflect our focus in hopes of serving you even better! We’re adding new content often, so make sure to bookmark us. 
Romantically yours,
Greg Thomas and Jewel Kinch
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